
What's News? 

Spring 2015 
Forthcoming Events 

� Leavers’ Party September – details to be confirmed  

� Next Show “Rent” – Redgrave Theatre, 13th-17th October 2015 
 

Message from Madame Chairman – Sheri Kohn 
 

Hello everyone. It was a privilege to help the fantastic show that West Side Story turned out to be. 

The feedback and reviews have been terrific. 
 

Rent (Schools Version) is our next show at the Redgrave Theatre. This was chosen by the cast and will 

certainly be challenging, but I know they will rise to the occasion and give us another fabulous show. 
 

We are considering a Disneyland Paris trip in for 2016. This will be a tremendous opportunity to build on the 

great team spirit we have at BMYP but it will represent a challenge in terms of fund raising and timings. We 

will be consulting with everyone one soon about this so watch this space. 
 

West Side Story – BMYP Success Story 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a great show and a huge thank you to everyone who contributed to an outstanding week. Some 

people said that it was the best BMYP show that they had seen, and they had been watching BMYP shows 

for over 20 years! 
 

The Rosebowl review said “Bristol Musical Youth Productions didn’t only succeed in all of the above – they 

did it with a charming sensitivity and skill and a whole fresh, new vibe was added to the show here in this 

new re-incarnation. This is one of the most focussed and professional Youth Theatre Shows I have been 

fortunate enough to witness”. High praise indeed.  
 

The Charity reception raised nearly £500 and What’s Right, the Community 

Interest Company with whom we co-hosted the evening, will be donating this 

money to The South West Childrens’ Hospice. Everyone agreed this was an 

enjoyable event and we will consider expanding on this for future shows. 
 

Who Can Help With Website? 

In our last newsletter we appealed for people who could help develop the BMYP 

website to be more interactive and easy to use. Ideas include a special “Members” 

access section, Alumni section, past shows & pictures, video highlights and link into 

social media. As this is such an important area we are repeating this request. 

This could be an ideal role for a keen student or new business starter to prove their 

prowess in web design / management. If you know someone please let us know or ask them to contact Derrick Royall 

on droyall@tinyonline.co.uk or 07747 125 924. 

 



 

Where Are They Now?  

 

Those of us who have been watching BMYP for a few years now will remember Madeleine and Emilie, two 

very talented sisters who were with BMYP between 2006 and 2011.  

 

Madeleine Leslay (Madeleine Smith) 

I am so happy that I was able to be a part of BMYP from 2006-2009. I remember going to see 

West Side story, which was a couple of productions before I auditioned, and thinking "Wow!"            

I really wanted to join and be a part of a production as fantastic as that! 

 

My first show was 'Summer Holiday'. Being in the chorus, I loved being able to watch those playing 

the main parts and I thought I really hope I could be like them. I was also in 'The Hot Mikado', 'The 

Wiz', ' Pirates of Penzance', '42nd Street', 'Little Shop of Horrors', 'High School Musical' and my last 

show in 2009 was Aladdin. 

 

I really miss Friday Nights and Sunday rehearsals, and Vicki and everyone else behind the scenes 

who made the productions possible. I am so happy that I am still in touch with friends that I made at BMYP. 

 

In 2009 I was lucky enough to have been offered a place at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School straight after my A-levels. 

I studied and trained there for three years graduating in 2012. Since completing my training I have been involved in a 

variety of different things, from Christmas pantos in Tewkesbury and the Sheffield Lyceum (playing Aladdin, Belle in 

Beauty and the beast and Princess in Jack and the Beanstalk). Then an opera for children based on Mozart's Magic flute 

at the Belgrade, Coventry. I have toured two Shakespeare plays in rep around the UK, which I will be doing again this 

summer. 

 

Another discipline I have found I have been working a lot in and very much enjoy is Audio/voiceover. I have recorded 

audiobooks and have recently been recording Jacqueline Wilson’s new books, amongst others. I have to admit it is the 

hardest job I have ever done, it really tests my concentration skills. I definitely have BMYP to thank for where I am 

today, and I so love coming back and watching the fabulous productions and talent! I wish you all the very best for your 

forthcoming shows 

 

Emilie Du Leslay (Emilie Smith) 

“My last show with BMYP was Billy Elliot in 2011 where I played the dance teacher Mrs Wilkinson 

and we were all so lucky to perform at the Victoria Palace Theatre for Billy Youth. It’s a time that I 

will never forget. I also performed in Summer Holiday, The Hot Mikado, The Wiz, The Pirates of 

Penzance, High School Musical, Little Shop of Horrors, 42nd Street, Aladdin, Les Miserables, 

Footloose and Return to the Forbidden Planet, as well as performing in Disneyland Paris on two 

occasions. 

 

I loved BMYP and I made some amazing friends who I still remain close to. I looked forward to 

spending my Friday nights and Sunday days rehearsing. As soon as I left the club, I didn’t know 

what to do with myself! I auditioned for a range of drama schools and was very lucky to be offered 

a place at Arts Educational Schools London on the 3 year Musical Theatre Course. I had a wonderful time there, 

although I realised it definitely wasn’t for the faint hearted!   I learnt so much during my time there, about the industry 

and about myself. I wouldn’t have gone to any other school! 

 

I left ArtsEd a year ago and since then I have had the opportunity to work with some fantastic people. I have worked on 

various exciting projects with George Stiles and Anthony Drewe who wrote Honk! and Mary Poppins the Musical. I have 

had the pleasure of working with Maureen Lipman, Nigel Harman, Sharon D. Clarke and Lauren Samuels. Over the 

Christmas period I played Snow White in Nottingham alongside Lesley Joseph and Sam Attwater from Dancing On Ice. It 

was a lot of fun and we had a lot of laughs! ! 

 

I am currently in the UK and Ireland Touring Production of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Oklahoma! and having the best 

time! I feel very lucky to be able to explore different parts of the UK that I haven’t been to before and perform in this 

beautiful musical. I play a character called Kate who is the youngest member of the community. She is extremely 

curious and is always the first to find out all the gossip! ! !  

 

BMYP gave me the confidence in my dancing, singing and acting to then pursue this career that I love; so I will always 

look back on my BMYP days and always be grateful for them and I will try to see the productions if I can!” 

 

Thank you for reading this newsletter and for everyone’s support. The next newsletter will be out in the 

Summer. 


